Relative humidity and temperature data are more readily available to obtain from observatories than sunshine hour data. In this work, 10 years (1986)(1987)(1990)(1991)(1992)(1993)(1994)(1995)(1996)(1997) monthly average measurement of relative solar radiation, daily temperature range, relative humidity and the ratio of minimum to maximum temperature were used to establish the coefficient of eight models for estimating solar radiation in Ikeja and Port Harcourt. Coefficient of correlation (R), Mean Bias Error (MBE), Root Mean Square Error (RMSE), Mean Percentage Error (MPE), t-statistic and the rank score were used as performance indicators. In Port Harcourt, the equation producing the best result with MBE, RMSE, MPE and t-statistic value of −0.1078, 0.9850, −0.4373% and 0.3653, respectively, is given by: 
1 INTRODUCTION The energy transferred from the sun in the form of radiant energy to the earth's surface is called solar radiation. Global solar radiation is the combination of normal direct solar radiation and the angular or oblique diffuse solar radiation received on a horizontal plane. It is very germane to the earth's ecosystem as it provides the energy for photosynthesis in plants. It also affects both air and soil temperature, influences the rate of evaporation and regulates weather and climate.
As different sites on the earth surface have varying solar energy potential, an understanding of this variation is important in choosing solar equipment for socio-economic uses such as irrigation, electricity generation, and so on. Effective harnessing and utilization of solar radiation is vital to solving the world's energy crisis and climate change problem [1] .
However, this solar radiation data may not be available where it is needed as it has reported that the global ratio of weather stations collecting solar radiation data relative to those collecting temperature data is about 1:500 [2] . Also, solar radiation measuring equipments are expensive to purchase and maintain for each site of interest.
A viable alternative to providing solar radiation data is by employing various solar radiation models. Using metrological variables such as relative sunshine hours, cloudiness and temperature, models have been developed by [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] .
The objective of this study is to assess the performance (annually and seasonally) of eight solar radiation empirical formulas in Ikeja and Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
METHODOLOGY
Where R s is the global solar radiation in MJm −2 day −1 , R o is the Extra-terrestrial radiation in MJm −2 day −1 , N is the daylight hour in hours, ∆T is the difference between maximum temperature and minimum temperature values, RH is the relative humidity and q is the ratio of minimum temperature to maximum temperature. a b c d
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Hargreaves and Samani [5] developed eqn (1) as an empirical equation that took the form of a linear regression between the relative incoming solar radiation and the square root of the difference between maximum and minimum temperature. Garcia [8] developed eqn (2) as an adaptation of the common Angstrom-Prescott model to estimate incoming solar radiation in Peru.
Equations (3) have been developed to investigate the relationship between solar radiation and relative humidity [12] . Equation (4) compares relative solar radiation and the ratio of the minimum temperature to the maximum temperature.
Equations (5) (6) (7) (8) are newly proposed empirical relations to be employed and tested in this paper. Equations (5) (6) (7) (8) are formed based on the assumption that there is a strong relationship between global solar radiation and a combination of relative humidity, difference between minimum and maximum temperature and ratio of minimum temperature to maximum temperature. Equation (7) is based on the relationship between solar radiation and relative humidity as an adaptation of the Hargreaves model (eqn (1)).
Study area and data measurement
The study site is located in Ikeja and Port Harcourt, Nigeria. They are located in the extreme southern region of Nigeria, very close to the Atlantic Ocean. Ikeja and Port Harcourt is in the rainforest and mangrove region characterized by thick vegetation with very high canopies. With an annual average temperature of 23.0°C (73.4°F),. The warmest months are from February to April, where daytime temperatures can exceed 29°C (84.2°F).
Rainfall season is often throughout the year with mean annual falls ranging between 1,500 mm and 2,300 mm. They are characterized by regular torrential showers known in many tropical regions. The humidity is generally low and the Harmattan (hot, dry northeast trade wind), a cold and fairly dusty wind is experienced between December and February. There are two major seasons in these stations namely the wet and dry seasons. The rainy season is from April to November while the dry season is from December to February.
The maximum and minimum thermometers were used to measure the highest and lowest temperature reached by air in each day at the observatory. These thermometers were kept at a height of 1.5 m above the ground in a white wooden-louvered shelter called Stevenson screen. Maximum and minimum thermometers are liquid in glass thermometers used for determining daily maximum and minimum temperatures. Sunshine hour was measured using the Campbell-stokes sunshine recorder. The device is designed to record the hours of bright sunshine which will burn a hole through the card.
18 years of monthly mean hourly solar radiation, sunshine hour, minimum and maximum temperature, relative humidity data were collected and used in this study. 15 years of data (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) were used for obtaining the regression coefficients a b c d
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while 3 years (1996-1998) was used for testing the performance of the models.
The site-specific inputs for the calculation of extra-terrestrial solar radiation are latitude and sunset hour angle. The extra-terrestrial daily solar radiation (in MJm −2 day −1 ) is determined by the sets of equations given below [13] . J is the Number of the day in the year between 1(1 January) and 365 or 366
(31 December). The daylight hours N (hours) is also calculated using the equation given below [13] .
The extra-terrestrial radiation and daylight hours for stations used in this research were calculated and they are shown in the Table 1 below. 
Acquisition of data and instrumentation
The data used in this study was collected from the Nigerian Metrological Agency (NIMET), Oshodi, Lagos which has been given the mandate to collect meteorological data for climatology, agricultural and aviation purposes in the country. At the Nigerian meteorological agency, global solar radiation is measured through the use of the Gunn Bellani radiometer (GB) which is a simple, cheap and easy to maintain instrument commonly used in solar radiation estimation and evaporation studies.
The instrument provides a time-integrated assessment of radiation falling on a black body by measuring the volume of liquid distilled by the radiation. It is available in two forms: water filled for daily radiation of up to 6.28 MJm −2 ; and alcohol filled for daily radiation of up to 37.68 MJm −2 . It requires neither powering nor any special skill to operate, and has been found suitable for field estimation of daily total radiation.
The liquid is contained in a thin-walled copper sphere blackened externally. Sealed into this, with its upper end above liquid level, is the distillation tube. The latter collects liquid distilled from the bulb in its lower section which is graduated in 0.1 mL divisions. The bulb holds about 42 mL of the working fluid. Initially, the liquid is transferred to the copper sphere by inverting the instrument, and the level remaining in the graduated receiver is noted. When exposed to solar radiation, the fluid in the blackened copper sphere vaporizes and condenses in the graduated receiver. Periodically, or at the end of each day, radiation level is recorded. Folayan [14] calibrated GB readings with pyranometer readings and came up with a conversion factor which may be mathematically expressed as:
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Treatment of data and error analysis
Models were developed for the locations under study by using 10 years (1986) (1987) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) Where R obs and R est are, respectively, the observed and estimated values of global solar radiation and n is the number of observations used. Generally, the lower the MBE, RMSE and MPE, the better the model. A positive MBE or MPE value indicates overestimation in calculated values, while a negative MBE or MPE value indicate underestimation. The MBE provides information about the long-term performance of the model while the RMSE provides information about the short-term performance of the model. Low values of RMSE are desirable, but few errors in the sum can produce a significant increase in the indicator. Low values of MBE are desirable, but overestimation of an individual data element will cancel underestimation in a separate observation. It is also possible to have large RMSE values at the same time a small MBE or vice versa. Therefore, the use of RMSE and MBE as indicators is not adequate for the evaluation of model performance [15] The t-statistic is used in conjunction with the MBE and RMSE to test model performance more reliably [16] . The t-statistic is given by
The estimates from the model will only be statistically significant if the calculated t is less than a critical t-value obtained from standard statistical tables.
The best performing models were determined using a ranking method. The MBE and RMSE were normalized by dividing each by the mean of the measured dataset. A rank score was obtained for each model. The model with the lowest rank score received the highest ranking.
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3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS The average monthly values of the sunshine hour, global radiation, and maximum and minimum temperature data for Ikeja and Port Harcourt stations were calculated. Regression coefficients for each of the models were developed from the dataset of monthly mean of R s /R 0 , RH, q , ∆T 0.5 and ∆T/N, and they are stated below in Tables 2 and 3, respectively, for   Port Harcourt and Ikeja:  Tables 4 and 5 , respectively, gives the coefficient of correlation (R), MBE, RMSE, MPE, t-statistic value, the Rank Score and the Rank for each of the eight models developed for Port Harcourt and Ikeja. From Table 4 , the correlation coefficients for the eight models developed The critical value for the t-test conducted is 1.796 at 95% confidence level. All the models except Model 4 gave t-value that was less than the critical value which means that all the models except Model 4 produced estimation that was statistically significant. All the models except Models 7 and 4 are recommended for estimating global solar radiation in Port Harcourt with Model 6 producing the best result. From Table 5 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
In this work, 10 years monthly average values of relative solar radiation, daily temperature range, relative humidity and the ratio of minimum to maximum temperature were used to develop coefficients for empirical models for the estimation of global solar radiation in Port Harcourt, Ikeja, Jos and Sokoto stations in Nigeria. The models used all relative humidity and temperature-based models.
Comparison of the predictive efficiency of these five models is carried out using the coefficient of correlation (R), MBE, RMSE, MPE, t-statistic and the rank score as performance indicators. The rank score combines the MBE and RMSE to produce a value that has the lowest value for the best model and highest value for the poorest model. All the models except Models 7 and 4 are recommended for estimating global solar radiation in Port Harcourt with Model 6 producing the best result. In Ikeja, Model 4 with MBE, RMSE, MPE and t-statistic value of 0.1590, 1.0110, 2.0559% and 0.5281 respectively produced the best estimation. Also, Models 3, 6 and 7 are not recommended for estimating global solar radiation in Ikeja as they produced t-values greater than the critical value of 1.796.
The work has been seriously limited by the non-availability of meteorological data over a long period of years for the stations used. Hence, effort should be made to obtain more than 20 years data for the stations used in this study and other stations in Nigeria. This will help improve on the estimations produced by these empirical models.
